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Cresskill Environmental Commission
Poster/Essay Contest Academic Year – 2019-2020
TOPIC GUIDE/SUGGESTIONS TO BEGIN DISCUSSION W/ STUDENTS
The topic of this year’s poster/essay contest is
 “USING YOUR VOICE TO DEMAND ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE”
Topic Introduction:  The last few years have shown the world the power of young people. Concerned for the health of the earth and the wellbeing of all people on the planet and worried about their natural inheritance, they have begun to demand change in our environment. Below are some examples for discussion.  
From younger ones sharing their fears of an uncertain future with their families, to older ones encouraging their communities to adopt more environmentally and socially-kind practices or demanding their governments pay attention, young people have shown us that they care about the health of the planet and are ready to protect their future. One voice has become many and the many have become a sea of brilliant, caring and responsible young people urging us to pay attention and become engaged. 

In an increasingly globalized world, the youngest generations see and recognize how we are all connected more clearly than any of us ever could. They understand that:

· fewer trees means increasingly dangerous and widespread floods 
· higher temperatures mean more devastating and widespread droughts
· vulnerable people such as women and children, the poor and the powerless are more impacted by environmental deterioration. 
At the same time, news of the great destruction caused by recent hurricanes and other weather occurrences have shown us that natural disasters do not discriminate and we are all risk. 

We thus address the young people in our community with a plea for help. You have used the power of your voice to show us the might of your hopes and kindness of your dreams. You have reminded us of the power of peaceful protest and the impact of well-organized messaging. No act of activism, advocacy, or awareness raising is too small. Whether you convince your family to recycle more or your classmates to care more… Or whether you create an impactful message for your school or town, or reach out to institutions with a call for action… Remember that the ocean is made of small individual drops and when they move together they create a wave. 
Let your voice join the wave of the future …
Possible questions to consider in developing your poster or essay: 

 (The following are just considerations. Please address as little or as many of the following questions as you wish in developing your project whether a poster/ visual messaging/ signage (3rd-5th graders) or essay, hypothetical advocacy campaign, letter to a politician (6th-8th grade):

1. Why are the voices of young people so important to environmental change?

2. Why are politicians beginning to pay attention to environmental activists?

3. Why are earth rights human rights?

4. If you could send a message to someone powerful about the environment, what would it be?

5. Why is youth activism important to the environment?
6. You don’t have to miss school or get in trouble with your parents or school to be an activist. What are some small daily acts you can do, or inspire others to carry out in order to advocate for a more sustainable planet?

7. Why is peaceful protest about environmental change so powerful?

8. If you had 1 hour with any of the environmental youth activists listed below, what would you ask him/her/them?

9. You have 1 hour with the President. He promised to grant one of your wishes for the earth as long as you can make a compelling argument that is also financially and politically viable. What would this be? Why? What would be your supporting argument?
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	Autum Peletier, 14 is a Canadian First Nation young woman who has been advocating for clean drinking water across Canada since she was 8 years old. She believes that advocating for the quality of water is an honor to water itself and Mother Earth. She was invited to speak at the UN and she was nominated for the 2019 International Children’s Peace Prize. She is the Chief Water Commissioner for Anishinabek First Nation & Wikwemikong First Nation.



	[image: image3.png]



	Mari Copeny, 11, aka "Little Miss Flint," became famous at eight years old in March 2016 for a letter she wrote to President Barack Obama about the water crisis in Flint, Michigan. After reading her letter, the President flew to Flint and shined a national spotlight on the crisis. Mari continues her work through social media advocacy, social marketing and awareness raising. She started #WednesdaysForWater where she sends weekly alerts about places in need of water.
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	Xiuhtezcatl Martinez, 19  started speaking about the environment at 6 years old. He is a Native American activist and musician, and the youth director of Earth Guardians, an organization that trains youth across the world to use civic engagement and the arts to help solve environmental issues. He was one of the 21 plaintiffs that sued the federal government for their lack of action on climate change.
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	Jamie Margolin, 17 began organizing and demonstrating fro the environment in Seattle at 14 years old. She then founded "Zero Hour," a youth-led climate action group that seeks to emphasize the urgency of the effects of climate change on communities across the world. She organizes marches, summits and demonstrations partnership with other youth organizations, including the July Youth Summit in Miami and the September’s Global Week of Action. 
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	Greta Thunberg, 16 started peacefully striking alone outside the Swedish parliament to bring awareness for climate change. She later sailed across the Atlantic from her native Sweden to New York City on a zero-emissions sailboat to march with a crowd of more 60,000 people before delivering a speech to the United Nations General Assembly to shame leaders for their inaction on climate change. She was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in March 2019.  
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	Leah Namugerwa, 14 from Uganda, is a member of Fridays for Future Uganda. Leah was inspired by Greta Thunberg but was truly moved to act after seeing the famine caused by drought and landslides from climate change. Despite the Ugandan government’s harsh response to strikers, Leah continues to fight for change. Currently, she is demanding a Ugandan plastic bag ban 




Teachers:  Please use a collaborative approach, where possible, to involve Science, Art and English teachers where applicable.  Optimally, the topic would be covered within the science curriculum and translated by students to poster/essay format with guidance from Art/English teachers.  For further assistance, or to contact the CEC, please email us at environmental@cresskillboro.org, 

Definitions for 3rd – 5th graders:

· activism: a person who uses or supports strong actions (such as public protests) to help make changes in politics or society

· advocacy:  the act of process of supporting a cause or proposal

· awareness raising:  the act of raising awareness, for instance for a cause, like fighting pollution

· environment:  the surroundings or conditions in which a person, animal, or plant lives or operates

· globalized:  moved towards doing more things with other parts of the globe 
